A chronic contained rupture of an abdominal aortic aneurysm complicated with severe back pain.
Chronic contained rupture of an abdominal aortic aneurysm is an uncommon occurrence with the aneurysms usually small-to-moderate in size. Diagnosis may be difficult because patients present with both atypical and chronic symptoms. Pressure erosion of the lumbar spine is presumably a highly significant associated disorder, but an enhanced computed tomographic scan is the most reliable method for the correct diagnosis. We report on a 46-year-old man who developed severe back pain which was initially thought to result from spinal disease. Retrospective review of computed tomographic scans taken two years before admission revealed the beginning of the leakage of the aneurysm. Remarkably, the patient remained stable two years after the rupture.